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listening. If we want a debate on immi-
gration, let’s have it. I am anxious to
tell the story of Herta and many others
and to appeal to my colleagues on a bi-
partisan basis to come up with sensible
immigration reform. But let us not
withhold funding from this critical
agency while we are embroiled in this
political squabble.

I yield the floor.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes, with the
Democrats controlling the first half
and the majority controlling the final
half.

The Senator from Illinois.

———————

CARTER NOMINATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
express my support for the President’s
nominee, Dr. Ashton Carter, to serve as
our Nation’s 256th Secretary of Defense.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CHUCK HAGEL

Let me first say a few words of
thanks to Chuck Hagel, our former col-
league in the Senate, who has served as
Secretary of Defense. He is a friend, he
has had a long career in public service,
and he is a veteran of Vietnam. The
people of Nebraska rewarded him by
asking him to represent them in the
United States Senate.

As our Nation’s first person of en-
listed rank to serve as Secretary of De-
fense, he had a unique, ground-level
view on matters of war and peace, and
a strong commitment to our troops. I
thank Chuck Hagel for his service and
his family for their sacrifices over the
last 2 years.

Dr. Carter has an impressive and dis-
tinguished record of service as well in
government, as an adviser and as a
scholar. He has what it takes to be a
great Secretary of Defense.

His credentials as one of our Nation’s
top security policy experts are well es-
tablished. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in physics and medieval history
from Yale and his doctorate in theo-
retical physics from Oxford. He has
served as faculty chair at Harvard and
is the author of 11 books.

As singularly impressive as this is,
Dr. Carter is also very much a doer. He
has served no fewer than 11 Secretaries
of Defense, including Leon Panetta and
Chuck Hagel. He has four times been
awarded the Department’s Distin-
guished Service Medal, as well as the
Defense Intelligence Medal.

As an assistant secretary during the
Clinton administration, he was instru-
mental in removing nuclear stockpiles
from the former Soviet states of
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Belarus.
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As Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics,
he was renowned for breaking through
bureaucratic logjams to get our troops
what they needed, when they needed it.
We talked about this at some length
when we met in my office a few weeks
ago. How can we continue, I asked him,
to reform DOD so that it will be able to
rise to the occasion of today’s chal-
lenges?

As part of the discussion, I was
pleased to hear his appreciation for the
organic industrial base of the Depart-
ment of Defense, especially one near
and dear to my heart, the Rock Island
Arsenal in Illinois.

He recalled his experience in Afghan-
istan as he tried to bring our troops the
body armor and armored humvees they
needed. He also recalled working along-
side the great dedicated employees at
the Rock Island Arsenal as they deliv-
ered the mnecessary lifesaving equip-
ment to our troops and rolled it off
their assembly lines in record time.

I am confident Dr. Carter can steer
the Department of Defense through dif-
ficult times and provide the President
with the best policy advice to deal with
our Nation’s challenges. He has my full
support.

————
LYNCH NOMINATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, while I
am pleased the Senate is moving, and
moving quickly, on Ashton Carter, 1
am troubled that my colleagues across
the aisle are delaying consideration of
Loretta Lynch, the President’s nomi-
nee for Attorney General of the United
States. It has been 96 days since the
President announced the nomination.
This is longer than any other Attorney
General nominee has had to wait in re-
cent memory. By way of comparison,
the Democratic-controlled Senate con-
firmed Michael Mukasey as Attorney
General in 53 days, Eric Holder in 64
days.

I sat through the hearings with Lo-
retta Lynch, and I listened to the ques-
tions, particularly from the Republican
side, because most all Democrats I
know of are supporting her. I listened
to the questions on the Republican side
and I came to the inescapable conclu-
sion that Republican Senators were
going to refuse any effort to renomi-
nate Eric Holder for Attorney General.
That is all they had to say. Their
grievance was with the sitting Attor-
ney General, who has announced he is
leaving as soon as his successor is cho-
sen. I listened carefully for any criti-
cism of Loretta Lynch and I didn’t
hear it.

Then they had the panel of public
witnesses. That is a panel that has a
majority of Republican-chosen wit-
nesses and Democratic witnesses. Early
on, I believe Senator LEAHY asked the
question of all the witnesses there:
How many of you who are on this pub-
lic panel oppose the nomination of Lo-
retta Lynch for Attorney General? Not
one—not one Republican, not one Dem-
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ocrat. There is no opposition to Loret-
ta Lynch.

Why are they holding up this impor-
tant appointment by President Obama?
Why don’t we consider that this after-
noon? It can be done, and it should be
done very quickly.

Nobody has questioned her record as
a Federal prosecutor. She has twice be-
fore been unanimously confirmed to
serve as U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of New York. She has been vet-
ted and examined and questioned to a
fare-thee-well. She testified before the
Senate Judiciary Committee for nearly
8 hours, answering every question, in-
cluding 600 written questions that were
sent to her.

It is time to move forward and con-
firm this obviously well-qualified and
historic nominee.

The Senate Judiciary Committee will
have the opportunity to report Ms.
Lynch out this week. We have the op-
portunity to confirm her immediately.
There is no reason for further delay.
What are the Senate Republicans try-
ing to prove by holding up an obviously
qualified nominee for a critically im-
portant agency such as the Department
of Justice?

I hope the spirit of bipartisanship
shown in that committee can be shown
on the floor of the Senate.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to
15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AUMF

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, to her
high school classmates it was pretty
clear what kind of person Kayla
Mueller was going to turn out to be. As
a teenager she took up the causes of
the disenfranchised and the dispos-
sessed, such as when she joined a cam-
paign to stop the city of Flagstaff from
using recycled wastewater to make
snow on a set of peaks the Hopi people
considered to be sacred. She later went
to the most dangerous place on Earth
because people there needed help. She
saw suffering on an unimaginable
scale, brought on by a vicious civil war
inside Syria and Iraq, and she wanted
to make it better.

No one is responsible for her death
except for ISIL. They Kkilled her, as
they did James Foley, Steven Sotloff,
Abdul-Rahman, Peter Kassig, and
thousands of individual innocent Iraqis
and Syrians over the course of the last
year.

It has been a long time since the
world has seen such evil. This is a bru-
tal inhuman terrorist organization



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T10:49:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




